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small-pocket people, but it was not as now a
constant every-evening affair, and there were
no halls solely devoted to it. It was "got-up"
on occasions, and everything was done to a
formula. It was usually held in the "Assembly
Rooms" of the suburb, and prices ranged from
five shillings to threepence, according to the
district. Among the well-to-do, dances were '
mostly held at home, though hotels were being
more and more used. Dancing at dinner in the
better restaurants was an insanity not then
thought of. The the dansant crept into the
hotels about 1912, but the diner dansant, with
dancing between courses, did not arrive until
just after the war. By that time we had thrown
away the tango, the seductive voice of Buenos
Aires, and set up temples to the negroid Priapus,
And had canonised the dance-band.
I can recall the time when hostesses who had
engaged a band for their dance treated the leader
of the band, believe it or not, with no more
ceremony than they used to their butlers. They
had hired him to perform a job, and they paid
him for it, and that was that. They seldom
knew his name nor cared whether he had one.
Young men who wanted special dances played
told him what they wanted, and at the end of the
evening slipped him a sovereign or so. They did
not nervously ask him if he would be so kind;
they did not invite him to their bachelor party;